MARTAANDREASEN 



INTRODUCTION 



Why Now? 



This is the story of my experience at the European Union, a 
story that started in the Spring of 2001 and has not yet come 
to an end. 

In these eight years I have come across people of different 
nationalities and cultural backgrounds, many of whom 
showed astonishment and at the same time admiration for 
my courage. Some would consider me a martyr* some a 
heroine, and there were also those who appeared so 
understanding that I guessed they had lived through a similar 

fimf*!*! fin a* 

But I did not set out to become a martyr or a heroine, nor did 
I seek to become a public figure. It is because of the legal 
constraints of my case for wrongful dismissal* and thanks to 
my somewhat reserved personality, that it has taken me such 
a long time to write this book. 

I have often been asked about the principles which guided me 
to adopt such a "courageous" attitude. 1 believe it can only be 
the result of the education received from my family 
and school: down to earth, common sense, realistic and 
non-selfish. 

courageous woman, as from my point of view, I was "simply 
doing my job". 1 was hired to reform a deficient accounting 
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BRUSSELS LAID BARE 

had no knowledge of finance or accounting, and therefore 
couldn't understand what I was talking about. Imagine my 
frustration! How could this worthy lady, with her 
background, be in a position to challenge what the European 
Commission was telling us about its accounting and control 
systems? How could she exercise any influence over European 
taxpayers' money if she had not the faintest idea about the 
subject? 

With this experience in mind I decided to stand in the South 
East Region of the UK as a UK Independence Party candidate 
for the European Parliament in the June 2009 elections, and 
am very grateful to have been elected. With this new 
responsibility I therefore propose to join the Budgetary 
Control Committee and challenge each and every one of the 
numbers in the EU accounts. In effect, my mission is now to 
go to Brussels and find out how the British people's money is 
being spent, and then come back to tell them the truth, 

I know where the bodies are buried. 

Marta Andreasen, MEP 
July 2009 
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